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3-lobed, 3-celled, crowned by an elongated flexuose exserted
white horny style stigmatic at the apex; ovule solitary in each
cell, lateral, erect, anatropous. Fruit baccate, small, ellipsoidal,
1-eelled, 1-seeded, short-stalked, crowned with the remnants of
the abortive carpels and of the style; pericarp of 2 coats, the
outer thiii, dry, black, and fleshy, the inner membranaceous,
dark orange-coloured, lustrous on the inner surface. Seed free,
erect, oblong-ovate, convex above the base, flat, depressed in
the centre, marked by the minute sublateral hiium and the
broad conspicuous raphe; micropyle lateral, minute; testa thin,
light chestnut-brown, closely investing the uniform horny
albumen; embryo minute lateral, the radicle turned towards
the base of the fruit.
species.—3 or 4.
distribution.—California; ? Arizona.
Botanists have been at variance for a long time as to the
number of species belonging to this genus. Some admitted 3,
others 2 and many considered it necessary to reduce all of them
to one species. Becc.ari is of .opinion that two species, well
characterized, but both very variable, can be distinguished, In
order to facilitate the correct identification of the specimens
grown in Indian gardens we shall give a complete description
of the species and varieties as published by Beccari (in Vol. II
of the 'Webbia/ p. 187-200), adding W. gracilis Parish, as a
distinct species.
cultivation in europe.—The species of Washingtonia are
ornamental greenhouse plants. They are easily cultivated in a
compost of rich strong loam to which is added a small portion
of vegetable mould and sand. Good drainage and ample supply
of water throughout the summer are necessary.
1. Washingtonia filifera H. Wendl. in Bot. Zeitg. vol 37(1879) 681.—
Sargent Forest Trees N. Am. 10th Census U. S. IX, 217(pro parte ?)—
lm It might not >>o ont of plaeo to consider the question why wo adopt the specific
name "filifera" of E. Wendl. instead of " filamentosa" of O. Kuntze. "Wcndland's
original species was published as W. fiiiferai but uThis Eevisio, Kuntzc (1891) proposed
to change it to W. filamentosa on the ground of priority, citing in support Hrahea
fttameniosd Wendl. in Cat. Haagc and Schmidt (1875), PHtchardia'filameHlosa WendL
ex Fenri in Bnll. Soc. Tosc. f April 1876). To seek in a tradesmen's catalogue for a
pretext for displacing -an es, blished Dame, requires a lust for change almost amounting to
a mania. Bat if an appeal to tradMists is to be made, priority is against the change, for

